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TITLE I—AMENDMENTS TO RAILROAD
RETIREMENT ACT OF 1974

101. EXPANSION OF WIDOW’S AND WID-

OWER’S BENEFITS.

(@) IN GENERAL.—Section 4(g) of the Rail-
road Retirement Act of 1974 is amended by
adding at the end the following new subdivi-
sion:

“(10)(i) If for any month the unreduced an-
nuity provided under this section for a
widow or widower is less than the widow’s or
widower’s initial minimum amount com-
puted pursuant to paragraph (ii) of this sub-
division, the unreduced annuity shall be in-
creased to that initial minimum amount.
For the purposes of this subdivision, the un-
reduced annuity is the annuity without re-
gard to any deduction on account of work,
without regard to any reduction for entitle-
ment to an annuity under section 2(a)(1) of
this Act, without regard to any reduction for
entitlement to a benefit under title Il of the
Social Security Act, and without regard to
any reduction for entitlement to a public
service pension pursuant to sections 202(e)(7),
202(f)(2), or section 202(g)(4) of the Social Se-
curity Act.

“(ii) For the purposes of this subdivision,
the widow or widower’s initial minimum
amount is the amount of the unreduced an-
nuity computed at the time an annuity is
awarded to that widow or widower, except
that—

“(A) in subsection (g)(1)(i) ‘100 per centum’
shall be substituted for ‘50 per centum’; and

““(B) in subsection (g)(2)(ii) ‘130 per centum’
shall be substituted for ‘80 per centum’ both
places it appears.

“(iii) If a widow or widower who was pre-
viously entitled to a widow’s or widower’s
annuity under section 2(d)(1)(ii) of this Act
becomes entitled to a widow’s or widow’s an-
nuity under section 2(d)(1)(i) of this Act, a
new initial minimum amount shall be com-
puted at the time of award of the widow’s or
widower’s annuity under section 2(d)(1)(i) of
this Act.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) GENERALLY.—The amendment made by
this section shall take effect January 1, 2001
and shall apply to annuity amounts accruing
for months after December 2000 in the case of
annuities awarded on or after that date and
in the case of annuities awarded before that
date if the annuity amount under section
4(g) of the Railroad Retirement Act was
computed under section 4(g), as amended by
Public Law 97-35.
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(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR ANNUITIES AWARDED
BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2001.—In applying the
amendments made by this section to annu-
ities awarded before January 1, 2001, the cal-
culation of the initial minimum amount
under new section 4(g)(10)(ii) of the Act shall
be made as of the date of award of the wid-
ow’s or widower’s annuity.

SEC. 102. RETIREMENT AGE RESTORATION.

(a) EMPLOYEE ANNUITIES.—Section 3(a)(2)
of the Railroad Retirement Act of 1974 is
amended by inserting after ““(2)”" the fol-
lowing: ‘““For purposes of this subsection, in-
dividuals entitled to an annuity under sec-
tion 2(a)(1)(ii) of this Act shall, except for
the purposes of recomputations in accord-
ance with section 215(f) of the Social Secu-
rity Act, be deemed to have attained retire-
ment age (as defined by section 216(l) of the
Social Security Act).”.

(b) SPOUSE AND SURVIVOR ANNUITIES.—Sec-
tion 4(a)(2) of the Railroad Retirement Act of
1974 is amended by striking ““if an”” and all
that follows through ‘‘section 2(c)(1) of this
Act’” and inserting ‘“‘a spouse entitled to an
annuity under section 2(c)(1)(ii)(B) of this
Act’.

(c) CONFORMING REPEALS.—Sections 3(a)(3),
4(a)(3), and 4(a)(4) of the Railroad Retire-
ment Act are repealed.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATES.—

(1) GENERALLY.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the amendments made by this
section shall apply to annuities that begin to
accrue on or after January 1, 2001.

(2) EXCEPTION.—The amount of the annuity
provided for a spouse under section 4(a) shall
be computed under section 4(a)(3), as in ef-
fect before the date of the enactment of this
section, if the annuity amount provided
under section 3(a) for the individual on
whose employment record the spouse annu-
ity is based was computed under section
3(a)(3), as in effect before the date of the en-
actment of this section.

SEC. 103. VESTING REQUIREMENT.

(a) CERTAIN ANNUITIES FOR INDIVIDUALS.—
Section 2(a) of the Railroad Retirement Act
of 1974 is amended—

(1) by inserting in subdivision (1) ‘“‘or, for
purposes of paragraphs (i), (iii), and (v), five
years of service, all of which accrues after
December 31, 1995,”” after ‘‘ten years of serv-
ice”’, and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

““(4) An individual who is entitled to an an-
nuity under paragraph (v) of subdivision (1),
but who does not have at least ten years of
service, shall, prior to the month in which
the individual attains age 62, be entitled
only to an annuity amount computed under
section 3(a) of this Act (without regard to
section 3(a)(2) of this Act) or section 3(f)(3) of
this Act. Upon attainment of age 62, such an
individual may also be entitled to an annu-
ity amount computed under section 3(b), but
such annuity amount shall be reduced for
early retirement in the same manner as if
the individual were entitled to an annuity
under section 2(a)(1)(iii).”.

(b) COMPUTATION RULE FOR INDIVIDUALS’
ANNUITIES.—Section 3(a) of the Railroad Re-
tirement Act of 1974, as amended by section
102 of this Act, is further amended by adding
at the end the following new subdivision:

““(3) If an individual entitled to an annuity
under section 2(a)(1)(i) or (iii) of this Act on
the basis of less than ten years of service is
entitled to a benefit under section 202(a),
section 202(b), or section 202(c) of the Social
Security Act which began to accrue before
the annuity under section 2(a)(1)(i) or (iii) of
this Act, the annuity amount provided such
individual under this subsection, shall be
computed as though the annuity under this
Act began to accrue on the later of (A) the
date on which the benefit under section

September 7, 2000

202(a), section 202(b), or section 202(c) of the
Social Security Act began or (B) the date on
which the individual first met the conditions
for entitlement to an age reduced annuity
under this Act other than the conditions set
forth in sections 2(e)(1) and 2(e)(2) of this Act
and the requirement that an application be
filed.”.

(c) SURVIVORS’ ANNUITIES.—Section 2(d)(1)
of the Railroad Retirement Act of 1974 is
amended by inserting ‘‘or five years of serv-
ice, all of which accrues after December 31,
1995, after ‘‘ten years of service”.

(d) LIMITATION ON ANNUITY AMOUNTS.—Sec-
tion 2 of the Railroad Retirement Act of 1974
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“(i) An individual entitled to an annuity
under this section who has completed five
years of service, all of which accrues after
1995, but who has not completed ten years of
service, and the spouse, divorced spouse, and
survivors of such individual, shall not be en-
titled to an annuity amount provided under
section 3(a), section 4(a), or section 4(f) of
this Act unless the individual, or the individ-
ual’s spouse, divorced spouse, or survivors,
would be entitled to a benefit under the So-
cial Security Act on the basis of the individ-
ual’s employment record under both the
Railroad Retirement Act and the Social Se-
curity Act.”.

(e) COMPUTATION RULE FOR SPOUSES’ ANNU-
ITIES.—Section 4(a) of the Railroad Retire-
ment Act of 1974, as amended by section 102
of this Act, is further amended by adding at
the end the following new subdivision:

“(3) If a spouse entitled to an annuity
under section 2(c))(ii)(A), section
2(c)(1)(i1)(C), or section 2(c)(2) of this Act or
a divorced spouse entitled to an annuity
under section 2(c)(4) of this Act on the basis
of the employment record of an employee
who will have completed less than 10 years of
service is entitled to a benefit under section
202(a), section 202(b), or section 202(c) of the
Social Security Act which began to accrue
before the annuity under section
2(c)(1)(i)(A), section 2(c)(1)(ii)(C), section
2(c)(2), or section 2(c)(4) of this Act, the an-
nuity amount provided under this subsection
shall be computed as though the annuity
under this Act began to accrue on the later
of (A) the date on which the benefit under
section 202(a), section 202(b), or section 202(c)
of the Social Security Act began or (B) the
first date on which the annuitant met the
conditions for entitlement to an age reduced
annuity under this Act other than the condi-
tions set forth in sections 2(e)(1) and 2(e)(2)
of this Act and the requirement that an ap-
plication be filed.””.

(f) APPLICATION DEEMING PROVISION.—Sec-
tion 5(b) of the Railroad Retirement Act of
1974 is amended by striking the second sen-
tence and inserting the following: “An appli-
cation filed with the Board for an employee
annuity, spouse annuity, or divorced spouse
annuity on the basis of the employment
record of an employee who will have com-
pleted less than ten years of service shall be
deemed to be an application for any benefit
to which such applicant may be entitled
under this Act or section 202(a), section
202(b), or section 202(c) of the Social Security
Act. An application filed with the Board for
an annuity on the basis of the employment
record of an employee who will have com-
pleted ten years of service shall, unless the
applicant specified otherwise, be deemed to
be an application for any benefit to which
such applicant may be entitled under this
Act or title Il of the Social Security Act.”.

(g) CREDITING SERVICE UNDER THE SOCIAL
SECURITY ACT.—Section 18(2) of the Railroad
Retirement Act of 1974 is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘or less than five years of
service, all of which accrues after December



